
Critical Thinking (Full-Term)
(Adapted from my W’14 course)

Course Description

Everyone is trying to convince us of something: companies try to convince us to buy their products;
politicians try to convince us to support them; or, our friends try to convince us to go out instead of
studying. The primary means by which these attempts at persuasion are carried out is through
arguments—a series of premises used to convince you to accept a conclusion. This course is designed
to improve your ability to spot, assess, and respond to arguments, and to create strong arguments of
your own. You will learn the difference between inductive, deductive, and abductive reasoning, and
their unique uses and abuses. You will learn how to recognize logical fallacies and will be able to avoid
them in your own writing. Finally, you will learn about cognitive biases and how they are used to exploit
our reasoning.

Course Texts

1. Hughes, William and Lavery, Jonathan. Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills
(7th Canadian Edition).  Peterborough, ON: Broadview Press, 2016. (Required)

2. Readings to be made available through electronic reserve, as applicable. (Required)

Summary of Course Requirements

Requirement Description Weight Date

Unit Tests Two tests on the material from Units One and Two. 2x12.5% Weeks
06 & 12

Short Project One project to test competency with material from Unit
Three. 15% Week 18

Long Project A cumulative project designed to test your competency with
the course material, especially Units Three and Four. 25% Week 24

Weekly
Assignments

Worth three points each, with an extra point for
participation. See description for more details. 10% Weekly

Final Examination One sit-down cumulative examination. 25% See
Registrar

Summary of Course Policies

1. All deadlines are hard deadlines. Be aware of when assignments are due.
2. Be respectful and courteous to your peers and the Instructor. Expect the same in return.
3. Refrain from all behaviour that may distract others. The Instructor will take steps to remedy any

situations as they may arise.



Description of Course Requirements

1. Unit Tests (2x12.5%)

These tests will require you to demonstrate your competency with the material from
Units One and Two. You should expect multiple choice, fill in the blanks, short answer,
and similar questions. These will be held in the second lectures of Weeks 06 and 12,
with review sessions immediately preceding those dates.

2. Short Project (15%)

This project will test your competency with the material from Unit One. It may require you
to identify the premises and conclusions of a given argument, to respond to several short
answer questions, and similar questions. The deadline is Week 18.

3. Long Project (25%)

This project will test your competency with the key themes of the course, with special
emphasis on the material found in Units Three and Four. It will consist of several short-
and long-answer questions, as well as a creative component. The deadline is
Week 24.

4. Weekly Assignments (10%)

Most weeks, you will answer one of two questions about the readings. Answers are to be
approximately 250 words and are to demonstrate that you have done the reading and
have given some thought to the question posed.

Note that this component of the course has a special grading scheme. You may earn a
maximum of four marks per reflection, but you should not think of this as “out of four.”
Three marks will be assigned on the evidence of thoughtfulness to the question posed.
An additional mark may be earned if one participates in the tutorial in which it is due.
Once you have received twenty points for this component of the course, you are no
longer required to submit further reflections. Those who have not received twenty points
by the end of the term will receive a grade equal to their total points out of twenty
reduced to out of ten.

Note that these marks are like participation marks, and as such there is no opportunity to
make them up. If you miss your tutorial, you cannot earn these marks. Unlike other
assignments, no late papers will be accepted.

5. Final Examination (25%)

The final examination will be held at a date and time specified by the Registrar. It will be
cumulative from the beginning of the course. Expect multiple choice, short answer, and
long answer questions.



Tentative Course Schedule
All information subject to change with notice.

TERM ONE

Week Topic Readings
01 Welcome! Syllabus, E1

Clarifying Ideas

02 Statements, definitions, and assertions CT: 2.3 to 2.11, 2.12

03 Clarifying statements CT: 3.1 to 3.6, 3.7

04 Necessary & sufficient conditions CT: 3.8, 3.9

05 Standard form CT: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.8

06 [Review & Unit Test 1] N/A

Assessing Arguments

07 Good Arguments: Introduction CT: 5.1 to 5.3

08 Testing for acceptability CT: 6.3 to 6.7, 6.8

09 Testing for relevance CT: 7.1 to 7.4, 7.5

10 Testing for adequacy CT: 8.1 to 8.6, 8.7

11 Never read the comments [flex] E2

12 [Review & Unit Test 2] N/A

Legend

CT Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills (7th Canadian Edition)
E1 Clifford, W. K. “The Ethics of Belief” (selections)
E2 [News articles from competing sources with different biases on current events]

Italics Indicate recommended self-test



Tentative Course Schedule
All information subject to change with notice.

TERM TWO

Week Topic Readings
13 Welcome back! [review] Your notes from T1.

Thinking it Through

14 Deductive reasoning CT: 9.1 to 9.5, 9.6

15 Inductive & abductive reasoning CT: 10.1 to 10.5, 10.6

16 Scientific reasoning CT: 11.1 to 11.2,
11.3, 11.4

17 Moral reasoning CT: 12.1 to 12.3,
12.4, 12.9

18
Information literacy [flex] CT: 16.1 to 16.4, E3

19

How to Win the Internet

20 Starving the trolls [counterarguments] CT: 14.1 to 14.4, 14.5

21
Fighting dirty [rhetoric] CT: 15.1 to 15.10,

15.11, E422

23 Know thine enemy [cognitive biases] E5

24 Knowing when to quit E6

Legend

CT Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills (7th Canadian Edition)
E3 [Opinion pieces for hot political topic]
E4 Swift, Jonathan. “A Modest Proposal”
E5 Kahneman, Daniel. Thinking, Fast and Slow (selections)
E6 James, W. Pragmatism (selections)

Italics Indicate recommended self-test


