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Seminar in the Philosophy of Mind 
[300- or 400-level] 

 

Course Description 
 
In this advanced seminar, we will focus on two recent and growing avenues of inquiry in philosophy of 
mind and cognitive science: embodied cognition and extended cognition. Both topics challenge 
mainstream thought about the mind in interesting and provocative ways. Embodied cognition is the idea 
that the character of cognition is shaped in a deep way by the physical features of the agent’s body—and 
not just the brain. For example, figures such as Damasio or Prinz argue that our emotions (and all the 
physical processes which constitute them) are an integral part of our reasoning processes; thus, cognition 
includes affect. This takes cognition out of the head and into the whole body, considering things like body 
language, linguistic abilities, and so on. Extended cognition takes this a step further and argues that 
cognition extends beyond the body, and includes all features of the environment that the agent uses to 
reason or make decisions (such as the computer used to write this introduction). 
 

Required Course Texts 
 

1. Clark, Andy. Supersizing the Mind: Embodiment, Action, and Cognitive Extension (Oxford, 
2011). 

2. Menary, Richard. (ed.) The Extended Mind (MIT, 2012). 
3. Shapiro, Lawrence. Embodied Cognition (Routledge, 2010). 
4. Various readings, as posted. 

 

Summary of Course Requirements 
 

Requirement Description Weight Due by 

Presentation One presentation on a selected reading. 35% 
See 

description 

Commentary One commentary on another student’s presentation. 20% 
See 

description 

Reflections Weekly reflections on the week’s topic. 10% Weekly 

Essay One essay on the topic of your presentation. 35% 
See 

description 

 

Primary Learning Outcomes 
 

Knowledge:  Students will be able to identify and critically evaluate the practical and scientific 
significance of the embodied and extended cognition hypotheses.  

Skills: Students will develop the ability a stance on a topic and support it with reasons in a well-
argued piece of philosophical writing. Students will develop the ability to communicate 
the central insights of a complicated piece of philosophical writing to an audience of their 
peers in a simulated conference environment. 

Values: Students will acquire an appreciation for philosophy’s role in the progress of science, 
and the interdependency of those two fields.  
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Description of Course Requirements 
 

1. Presentation (35%) 
 

You will select a reading on the first day of class; presentations begin in the third week. Although 
you will be presenting during class time, you must submit your written presentation 
materials—or at least a good working draft—the week before your presentation. 
 
Each presentation will consist of three parts. In the first part, you will provide a brief overview of 
the author’s position. In the second part, you will focus on a particular argument within your 
selected reading and explain what it is meant to do and how the author means to do it. Finally, 
you will critically assess the author’s argument. 
 
Grades will be assigned based on how well you perform these three tasks and your ability to 
generate in-class discussion. 

 

2. Commentary (20%) 
 

You will be required to present a commentary on another student’s presentation. Dates for this 
will be chosen on the first day of class. You will receive the student’s written presentation materials 
the week before the presentation. Give a brief summary of the presenter’s critical assessment, 
and then suggest ways in which the presenter may have re-envisioned or strengthened their 
argument. A written copy of your commentary—point form is fine—must be submitted within 
twenty-four hours of the presentation. You will be graded based on how well you represent the 
presenter’s argument, the strength of your suggestions, and your ability to help generate in-class 
discussion. 

 
3. Reflections (10%) 
 

You will be required to submit a reflection for each week that you are not presenting or 
commenting.  

 
4. Essay (35%) 
 

You will write a ten-page argumentative essay on the topic of your presentation. Essays are due 
three weeks after your presentation. 
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Proposed Course Schedule 
All information subject to change with notice. 

 

Week Background Readings 

01 Syllabus 

 

Embodied Cognition 
 

02 Historical antecedents (handout). 

03 Shapiro, chapters 1&2 

04 Shapiro, chapters 3&4 

05 Shapiro, chapters 5&6 

06 Shapiro, chapter 7 

07 [Flex Day] 

 

Extended Cognition 
 

08 Dewey; Clark and Chalmers, “The Extended Mind”. 

09 Clark, chapters 1&2 

10 Clark, chapters 3&4 

11 Clark, chapters 5&6 

12 Clark, chapters 7&8 

13 Clark, chapters 9& 10 
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Sample List of Possible Presentations 
This will be finalized closer to the start of the term. 

 
*Many are found in the Menary text* 
 
Adams, F. “Embodied Cognition,” Phenomenology and Cognition 9(4) (2010): 619-628. 
Aizawa, K. “Understanding the Embodiment of Perception,” Journal of Philosophy 104 (2007):  

5-25. 
Anderson M.L. “Embodied Cognition: A Field Guide,” Artificial Intelligence 149(1) (2003): 91- 

130. 
Barasalou, L.W. “Grounded Cognition,” Annual Review of Psychology 59 (2008): 617-45. 
Bechara, Damasio, and Damasio, “Emotion, Decision Making and the Orbitofrontal Cortex,”  

Cerebral Cortex 10: 295-307. 
Beer, R.D. “Dynamical approaches to cognitive science”, Trends in Cognitive Sciences 4: 91-9. 
Casasanto, D. “Different Bodies, Different Minds: The Body Specificity of Language and  

Thought,” Current Directions in Psychological Science 20(6) (2011): 378-83. 
Clark, A. Being There: Putting Mind, World, and Body Back Together. 
-----. “Reasons, Robots, and the Extended Mind,” Mind and Language 16(2001): 121-45. 
Fuchs, T. “Corporealized and Disembodied Minds: A Phenomenological View of the Body in  

Melancholia and Schizophrenia,” Philosophy, Psychiatry, and Psychology 12(2) (2005):  
95-107. 

Gallagher, S. How the Body Shapes the Mind.  
Griffiths, P.E. and K. Stotz, “How the mind grows: a developmental perspective on the biology  

of cognition,” Synthese 122(2000): 29-51. 
Haidt, J., Koller, S.H., and M. G. Dias, “Affect, Culture, and Morality, or Is It Wrong to Eat Your  

Dog,” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 65(4) (1993): 613-28. 
Hickok, G. “Eight Problems for the Mirror Neuron Theory of Action Understanding in Monkeys  

and Humans,” Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 21(7) (2008): 1229-1243. 
Hostetter, A.B. and Alibali, M. W., “Visible embodiment: Gestures as simulated action,”  

Psychonomic Bulletin & Review 15(3) (2008): 495-514. 
Johnson, M. The Meaning of the Body. 
Lakoff and Johnson, Metaphors We Live By. 
-----. Philosophy in the Flesh: The Embodied Mind and its Challenge to Western Thought. 
McNeill, D. Hand and Mind: What Gestures Reveal about Thought. 
Oberman, L.M. and V.S. Ramachandran, “The simulating social mind: The role of the mirror  

neuron system…” Psychological Bulletin 133(2) (2007): 310-27. 
Prinz, J. “Is Consciousness Embodied?” 
-----. Gut Reactions. 
Smith, B.C. “Situatedness/Embeddedness” (1999). 
Varela, Thompson, and Rosch, The Embodied Mind: Cognitive Science and Human  

Experience. 
Wilson, R.A. “The Drink You Have When You’re Not Having a Drink,” Mind and Language 23  

(2008): 273-83. 


